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PROFILE

Mr. Spilhaus is president of the National Textile Association, whose member companies are active in every sector of the domestic U.S. textile industry, as well as related supplier industries.  Mr. Spilhaus has for three decades been the principal spokesman for the wool yarn and fabric industries.  He is also responsible for the formation of NTA’s Upholstery Fabrics Committee and Textile Bedding Committee.  These groups focus on regulation and sustainability issues in their sectors of the interiors markets.  Mr. Spilhaus is also president of the American Flock Association, founded by the Northern Textile Association, predecessor to the National Textile Association, in 1985.  AFA is a non-profit trade organization representing flock coater and industry suppliers with operations in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  AFA provides positive leadership to its members to foster a strong industry for supplying flocked products to interior, transportation, industrial and apparel markets.

In his capacity as the President of NTA Mr. Spilhaus has served as an advisor on bi-lateral and multi-lateral textile agreements and negotiations for the U.S. Government. 

In his career at National Textile Association Mr. Spilhaus has managed the transition of a traditional commodity textile trade association into an association of specialty textile councils taking advantage of niche markets and specialization to adapt to the complete transformation of developed country textile industries in the global marketplace.

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE

National Textile Association 

(formerly Northern Textile Association)

1982 to present
President

1979


Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer

1976


Staff lawyer, Member Services and Research

Cashmere & Camel Hair Manufacturers Institute

1990 to present
President

1984


Executive Director

American Flock Association

1985 to present
President

Legal Services for Cape Cod and the Islands

1975-1976

Staff Attorney

Related Service:

Advisor to the U. S. Government, international textile negotiations 

Past Member of ITAC 13 Committee – U.S. Dept. of Commerce

Past Member of ISAC 15 Committee – U.S. Dept. of Commerce

Trustee and Vice Chairman of American Textile History Museum

Board of Directors, Massachusetts Textile and Apparel Council

University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth, Textile Advisory Council

The Textile Club of Boston, President 1991-1992

Southern New England Textile Club

IWTO Technology & Standards Committee




Member of AATCC RA24 Committee




Member of the Massachusetts Bar




Board of Governors, Union Club of Boston

EDUCATION

New England School of Law

1975


Juris Doctor




University of Pennsylvania

1971


Bachelor of Arts 

Military Service:

1966-1969

United States Marine Corp

Active service in Vietnam

