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E-Mail: Hardypoole@aol.com
TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY PROFESSIONAL: Senior textile industry executive with 30+ years experience as the U.S. textile industry’s senior technology manager who represented the industry nationally and internationally on a broad range of technology issues including engineered products and their performance, safety aspects of products, product specifications including fiber requirements, and related issues within the textile industry complex.  Represented the U.S. textile industry on all technical issues before the Department of Defense (DoD), Department of Energy and other federal agencies with interest in high-performance textiles.  Experienced textile professional who managed complete cycle of military item research and development (R&D) functions from identification of candidate materials through product production.  Has extensive knowledge in government contracting and proven skills in guiding companies through the R&D process within the DoD, leading to government contracts.   Excellent communicator.  Successful manager.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Engineered Solutions, P.L.L.C., Charlottesville, VA (Consulting Company specializing in business development with the Department of Defense and other federal agencies in areas requiring high tech, high performance solutions)

President and CEO

August 2003 to Present

Works with a variety of clients that have the goal of either increasing current business or establish new business as suppliers of high tech materials and products to the DoD, Department of Energy, Department of Homeland Security and other government and civilian customers.  Also works to identify and penetrate non-military markets that can be served by the same or similar materials and products initially developed for defense purposes.  Provides a variety of consultation services to businesses, law firms, government agencies and associations on a variety of textile-related issues. 

American Textile Manufacturers Institute, Washington, DC (National Non-Profit Trade Association representing the U.S. Textile Industry)

Vice President, Product Services Division

September 1992 to May 2003 

Responsible for product performance and textile-related technology issues for the $60 billion U.S. textile industry.  Represented the textile industry on all technology matters before the DoD, Department of Energy, and other federal and state agencies.  Director of electronic commerce and Quick Response programs, including supply chain issues that interface with supplier and customer groups.   Managed industry-wide textile research programs to improve worldwide competitiveness.  Led the fiber and textile industries through complex R&D stages to develop specific fabrics to meet performance-based standards, and minimize manufacturing costs to economically feasible levels.  

Assistant Director, Product Services Division

May 1977 to August 1992

Directed technical matters for all federal and state textile technology issues affecting product performance. 

Technical Director, Consumer Affairs

May 1976 to April 1977

Staff liaison to several technical committees and represented the industry in technical forums addressing flammability and other product-related issues. 

North Carolina State University, College of Textiles, Raleigh, NC

Extension Specialist

April 1974 to May 1976

First extension specialist hired by the College of Textiles.  Customized professional development courses for N.C. textile industry.  Member of team that developed the College’s 1st distance learning program used worldwide.

Natick Research, Development and Engineering Laboratories, Natick, MA

Chief, U.S. Army Uniform Quality Control Office

June 1971 to March 1974 

Developed U.S. Army uniform items, including specifications and other technical documents, and performed overall quality control function.  Managed the full R&D process, which led to the acceptance of new items by the Army Uniform Board.  Selected candidate fabrics for programs based on textile characteristics and product end-use; managed testing programs to evaluate both fabrics and garments; made recommendations on items for acceptance by uniform boards; worked with textile and end-item manufacturers on production issues; addressed quality problems raised by manufacturers and customers.  Maintained close contact with fiber and fabric manufacturers to evaluate new and improved materials and processes.   

EDUCATION

North Carolina State University, College of Textiles, Raleigh, NC

Master of Science, Textile Technology, statistics minor, 1971

North Carolina State University, College of Textiles, Raleigh, NC


Bachelor of Science, Textile Technology, 1969

University of Maryland, College Park, MD


Doctor of Philosophy, (course work only)

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Wrote the first proposal for a yarn manufacturer that led to a prime DoD contract awarded for the Army Combat Uniform.  (This was the first contract for uniform items ever awarded to a manufacturer that did not produce the end item.)

· Served as the senior textile industry representative interfacing with the U.S. Army Soldier Systems Center (Natick) and the Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) on product performance, specifications and acquisition policy issues for more than 20 years.

· As a U.S. Army Reserve Officer, served as a textile manager in quality control, research and development, and other key functional areas at Natick and DSCP for over two decades. 

· Interfaced with the College of Textiles at N.C. State University on a regular basis as the senior technical officer directing research programs on textile technology issues to improve the international competitiveness of the U.S. industry. 

· Successfully lobbied DoD annually to maintain the requirement that only U.S.-made clothing and textile items be purchased for use by our military personnel.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS/AFFILIATIONS

· Advisory Committee, University of Maryland, College of Textiles & Consumer Economics

· American Association of Textile Chemists and Colorists

· American National Standards Institute

· ASTM, formally American Society for Testing and Materials

· Industry Committee on Packaging and Labeling

· National Fire Protection Association

· National Institute of Building Sciences

· Textile/Clothing Technology Corporation

· U.S. Department of Agriculture Research Liaison Group

· Past Chairman, Washington Textile Roundtable

PUBLICATIONS

· Author of 18 publications on textiles, textile products and test methods, and textile industry safety and health issues.

