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May 19, 2008

Office of the Secretary

Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814
cpsc-os@cpsc.gov

Re: Upholstered Furniture NPR

Dear Madam Acting Secretary:

The National Textile Association (NTA) is pleased to file comments regarding the
Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (Commission) proposed Standard for
the Flammability of Residential Upholstered Furniture. We have been strong
proponents of improving the flammability characteristics of upholstered furniture
and are long-time supporters of the only formal program directed to this purpose,
the Upholstered Furniture Action Council's (UFAC) voluntary program, and are
proud of the accomplishments this program has achieved.

We also realize that the continuous reduction in deaths from smoldering furniture
fires has also been due to a variety of other factors such as the role of smoke
detectors and the fact that fewer American now smoke.

The NTA is the largest trade association representing the U.S. Textile Industry,
and consists of approximately 100 companies that spin yarns; manufacture
fabrics; dye, finish and print fabrics; and cut and sew top-of-the-bed textile
products. Our comments are submitted primarily on behalf of our Upholstery
Fabrics Committee, a committee comprised almost entirely of small businesses
that manufacture an enormous number of upholstery fabric styles and products,
many being in runs as small as 50 linear yards. Most products produced by our
decorative fabric weavers range in price from moderate to upper end, and they
are sold to furniture manufacturers and distributors that service the upper end of
the furniture market.






