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December 23, 2008

The Honorable Joseph Lieberman
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security & Gov. Affairs
The United States Senate

340 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510

The Honorable Susan Collins

Ranking Member




Dear Mr. Chairman & Ranking Member:
The undersigned U.S. industry and labor coalition is seeking urgent policy reforms designed to stimulate domestic manufacturing and stabilize employment for U.S workers.  One of our key proposals concerns expansion of the Berry Amendment procurement provisions to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  As you are aware, the Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to purchase U.S.-made textile and apparel products.  

In that extending the Berry Amendment to DHS would be of direct and immediate benefit to the nearly 500,000 workers employed in the U.S. textile and apparel sector, we are asking that you press the Congressional leadership for inclusion of the Berry expansion to DHS as part of the upcoming infrastructure stimulus package. 
We strongly believe that an immediate expansion of these provisions fits the pressing economic needs of the moment – namely, that we must put as many Americans back to work producing American products as quickly as possible if we are to avoid an even deeper economic collapse.  As a result, we believe that this proposal serves as an excellent candidate for inclusion in the emergency stimulus package due to be considered early next year.  With your Committee’s history of supporting Berry Amendment expansion to DHS, we are asking for you to quickly review this proposal and, if you agree with it, to communicate your support to Congressional leadership.  

This proposal has an added benefit in that can be accomplished at little or no cost and can provide an almost immediate benefit for the U.S. economy.  This is because the U.S. government will merely be shifting already proposed expenditures to U.S. producers of textile and apparel products and their workers.  Because these programs are already in place, money could flow into U.S. plants and into new worker hires in quick order. 

We believe that this proposal is doubly beneficial because it helps workers in rural areas of the country which have been especially hard hit by the recession.  Government statistics show that 65,000 U.S. textile and apparel workers have lost their jobs in 2008, one of the sharpest declines in history.  By expanding this critical program, the government will enable U.S. textile and apparel plants to rehire a significant number of these workers and pump badly needed money quickly into local economies.  

Here is more detailed information on our proposal:

Expand coverage of the Berry Amendment to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
The Berry Amendment
 (Berry), originally enacted in a 1941 defense appropriations act, requires the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) to procure domestically produced or grown items, including food, clothing, fabrics, specialty metals, and hand or measuring tools with 100 percent U.S. content.  If Congress applied Berry to DHS, it would cover the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) immediately, because the TSA has already been designated as exempt from the Trade Agreements Act (TAA) and the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) provisions.  Applying Berry to DHS would not require any new appropriation, but it would create U.S. jobs right away because of U.S. content requirements. 

In conclusion, we believe the true value of the proposed stimulus package will be measured by its ability to positively impact as many U.S. workers, companies, and communities as possible.  Clearly, these funds should be dedicated to the benefit of our national economy as opposed to simply transferring more U.S. wealth offshore through the unnecessary purchase of imported goods and services.  For these reasons, we respectfully request that you review this proposal as quickly as possible.

Thank you for your consideration of this very important matter.  In addition, we would be pleased to provide more detailed information, including proposed legislative language. 
Sincerely,

American Manufacturing Trade Action Coalition (AMTAC)

National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO)

National Textile Association (NTA)
United States Industrial Fabrics Institute (USIFI)

UNITE HERE
(formerly the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees and the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees International Union) 
� See U.S.C. Title 10 §2533a





